iii
Table of Contents

Preface to the Student: Before YouBegin..................cococooveinenne. 1
Introduction: Talent, Hard Work, and Correctness ........................ 3
Making CROICES ....cuvvveuiriiiiirieiiiieiietcteet et e 3
Questions for DisCUSSION..................c.ccocceuvueuiviiueciiieiicieieieieeeseee s 5
What about Grammar?........c.ceceeveeeeirienienieineneeneseeet et seenees 5
Questions for DiSCUSSTON.................cccccerueeeecerinieiiinieieteeeeeee et 6
Beginnings .......ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 7
Chapter One: Making Choices about Process and Rhetoric ............ 9
Making Choices about Process .........ccoeevueieenienieiineneininicceseiceeeseene 9
Questions for DiSCUSSTON.................cc.ccucevirueieinienieininieieieeseeeee e 11
Making Choices about Rhetoric.......ccooevviirinieininiiiiiniciccee 11
Questions for Discussion....................cccceeeueeueininieoininieieieeseeeeeeneeens 13
The Rhetorical Triangle .......c.coveirieiiineiniiiiicincicceeceeeeees 13
ACLIVILY ... 13
The Three APPeals....c.cceeerieiriiriiiiireieeteee e 14
Questions for DiSCUSSION...................cccccuvueuicunieiniiieiiicieicieieeseeeeeeas 15
A Sample ArgUmEnt.......ccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 15
Understanding the Key Concepts ..........c.ccceeveerinenieenenecneneeeneene 17
Checklist of Questions for Process.............ccccevvereverieriecienieeneeieseeneeene 18
HOMePage ProJect..............ooooi it e e 19
Setting up Your Homepage.........ccccooveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiici, 19
The Visual Element .....cccueeieriieiinieieeiecieieeesee e 19

Chapter Two: Making Choices about Exigency,
Genre,and Readership ... 21
Exigency, Topic, and Genre .........cccecvvivieieininiiininiciecncieeeesce e 21

Choices.indb 3 @ 7/2007 4:03:42 PM



iv TABLE OF CONTENTS
Questions for DiSCUSSION..................cccccouveeueeunieinieieiicieieieieeeieeeeaees 22
The Ideal Community of Readers........coeoevivieieinenieininciceccceceee 22
Questions for DiSCUSSION....................ccc.ccovueuicirieiniiiciiiiiiieieiecieeeeeees 24
The Idea of Discourse COMMUNITIES. ...c.veueererrereririenieirienieieeeeieeeeereneeneene 24
ACLEVILY ... 27
Making Choices about Values........cc.ccooueviiininieniniincniiicncnccccce 27
Opportunities for Writing .................cccccooeveeeeceneneceniencieineneeeeennenene 30
Understanding the Key Concepts ..........ccccccoeeeeinennininecinineeeneene 30
Checklist of Questions for Establishing Exigency ...........c.ccccoccoecininnns 30
BIOGPIOJECT ...ttt e e e e ettt e e e e e s e eeeeeeas 31
Setting Up Your Blog.......cccocoiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccciceeeeee 32
Chapter Three: Making Choices about Structure ........................ 33
Structures of WEIHNZ .....c.eoveveiriiirieiiieicretree e 33
Choosing Narrative Structures—Why Stories Are Important ...........c.c...... 34
ACLIVILY ... 35
Making Choices about Description .......c..ccceevveeeenenieinencininceeeeeene 35
Opportunities for Writing ................cccccooeveeeevencnecenencieinieneeeeenneeene 37
Choosing Analytical Structures—What Does it Mean?.......c..cccoccvvevrennennns 37
Questions for DiSCUSSTON.................cc.coeeererueceeinenieinineeeeeeseeee e 38
A Sample ANalysis .......cooeirerieiiinieiece e 38
ACLiVity ... 39
Citing YOUT SOUICES.....ccviiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccc e 39
Choosing Argumentative Structures—Significance, Evaluation,
and Proposal.........cccocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 40
Cause and EfFect ..c.coiiiiiiiiiiinic e 41
ACLIVILY ... 42
What We Do Not Argue ADOUL......c.ccveviirieiniiiiiciccceeeceeee 42
The Problem of Opinion .......cocceveirerieriiininieieiesceeseceeee e 43

Choices.indb 4

7/2/07 4.03:43 PM



TABLE OF CONTENTS '
ACLIVILY ... 43
Understanding the Key Concepts ............cccoecevueueineineininecneinieneenes 44
Checklist of Questions for Structure.............ccceevvereeriecienieseee e, 44

Visual Literacy: A CasebOOK ................cccueeeiiiieeiiieecieeeeiee et e e e etaeeeareeeevee s 45
Choosing Visual Images—What Does it Look Like? .......cccceoereniinenncnnn 45
Reading Visual Images.......cocoveirerieiiiniciiiniiceeseeeeeseeeeseseeeeie e 46
ACEIVILY ...ttt 48

Chapter Four: Making Individual Choices.....................ccoeeeinnnnn. 51
The STUATION. c.eveeiiiiieitetetereeee ettt 51
The Genre—The Literacy Narrative........cccccuevuevierinenenenenieecicrenenennens 52
The Ideal Community of Readers for the Literacy Narrative..........cc.c........ 55
THE TOPICS 1+ttt 56
Possibilities for Narrative in the Literacy Narrative .....c..cccocevveererenncnenns 56
Possibilities for Analysis in the Literacy Narrative .......ccecevevveercncincnenns 57
Possibilities for Argument in the Literacy Narrative.......cccccccvvveivieinincnnes 57

Project One: The Literacy Narrative ............ccocoecievienieninenenieneeieieenenennene 58

Chapter Five: Making Community Choices .................................. 61
The SItUATION.c...ciuiiiiiiiiiiiicc s 61
The Genre—Community WITtNZ ....c.covevveeiririeieeneeeeneneeeeseeeee e 62
ACLIVELY ... 68
The Ideal Community of Readers for Community Writing .........cccccoeueuueee. 68
THE TOPICS vttt ettt ettt sne b 68
Possibilities for Narrative in Community Writing.........ccoovveviiiiiiniiininnns 70
Possibilities for Analysis in Community Writing.........cccecevevveiieneiincniennns 71
Possibilities for Argument in Community WEIting ......cccoeeevvveenieerierennes 71

Project Two: Community WEtING .............ccooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeceeeeee e 73

Chapter Six: Making Choices about Culture and the Media.......... 77
The STEUATION. c.c.vetinteiieteetee ettt 77

Choices.indb 5 @ 7/2007 4:03:43 PM



vi TABLE OF CONTENTS
The Genre—The Media CritiqUe......cc.coveueruenieieirenieinenicieeeeeeeeee e 81
ACEIVILY ... 84
The Ideal Community of Readers for the Media Critique.......cccoeverenenee 85
THE TOPICS ..ttt 85
Possibilities for Narrative in the Media Critique ......ccccoveevenieerencvneniennns 86
Possibilities for Analysis in the Media Critique .......ccoeoveererveineneincneenns 86
Possibilities for Argument in the Media Critique.......ccevevevveereneenennennns 87
Project Three: The Media Critique ..................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 88
Chapter Seven: Making Vocational Choices ...................c....ccccccoeene. 93
The SItUATION. c.vetetiiiieeeiic ettt 93
The Genre—The Informative Essay.......ccceoeverieiineneininiiincccecee 94
ACLIVILY ... 98
The Ideal Community of Readers for the Informative Project..........c.......... 99
ACLIVILY ... 99
THE TOPICS cv vttt 100
Possibilities for Narrative in the Informative Essay........ccoccoeveneniicnicncanns 100
Possibilities for Analysis in the Informative Essay .......ccccoccovevencnicnicncans 100
Possibilities for Argument in the Informative Essay .........cccccoeiiniinnnen. 100
Project Four: The Informative Essay ................cccoooiiiiiiniiiiiinieeee, 102
Chapter Eight: Making Academic Choices....................cccooeeinnnnn, 105
The STUATION. c.cvteiieititeietertesee ettt 105
The Genre—The Academic Essay ........cccecvviviiininiininiininciiinciecee 106
The Ideal Community of Readers for the Academic Essay ..........c.cccc.c...... 107
THE TOPICS 1.ttt 108
Possibilities for Narrative in the Academic Essay.........ccccoevivineninincncnns 111
Possibilities for Analysis in the Academic Essay .......cccoceveviiincnnincncnns 111
Possibilities for Argument in the Academic Essay .........cccoeiviiiinicinnne 111
Project Five: The AcAdemiCESSAY ............ccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiinniiieeeeeeee e 112

Choices.indb 6

7/2/07 4.03:44 PM



TABLE OF CONTENTS vii
Project Six: The Self-reflexive ESSay ...............ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeen. 115
Appendix One: A Concise Research Guide........................c.occcoeee. 119
Finding and Evaluating Sources..........cccccecuviiniiiiniiininiiniiiiccniccen, 119
Common Knowledge, Incorrect Sourcing, and Fraud...........c.cccceeeunnnee. 120
PlaGIariSIm..c..cueeueereieiirieniciet ettt 121
Citation Formats .........ccooviviiiiiiiiiii 122
A Short Guide to Using Sources in MLA Style.....cccovviniininincininnennne 123
Developing a Works Cited Page in MLA Style.......ccooivenieiiniininiiinincnns 126
Sample Entries for a Works Cited Page in MLA Style....c..cceoenviviiininnenns 127
A Short Guide to Using Sources in APA Style ......ccccvviniviiininiiininnne 129
Developing a Reference Page in APA Style .......ccooeoiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiin, 131
Sample Entries for a Reference Page in APA Style........cccccoviiiiiiinnins 132
Appendix Two: A Useable Usage Guide...................ccoovenninnnne. 135
Grammar or Usage?.........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicics e 135
Words [—Spell-checkers, Missused Words,
Possession and Contraction ..........oceeveueerieirieuerinieinieesieeieeeeneneans 136
Words II—Global and Gender-neutral Language........ccccoecvvercveincnnene. 139
Word III—Vague Words and Cliches .......cccoeeereneniniincnciininciccncee 140
Punctuation—Periods, Colons, Semi-colons, and Commas............c....... 143
Sentence—Directness, Clarity, and Sentence Logic .......coeoveerrerieircnnennns 148

Choices.indb 7 @ 7/2007 4:03:44 PM



