George Herbert
from The Temple

George Herbert (1593-1633) was an English poet and Anglican minister who devoted his short
life to his parish duties and his devotional poetry. Like John Donne, he is associated with the
“metaphysical” school of seventeenth-century poets. His collected poems were published in 1633
under the title The Temple. He is particularly remembered for his “pattern” poems, such as “The
Altar” and “Easter Wings.”

The Altar

A broken ALT AR, Lord, thy servant rears,
Made of a heart, and cemented with teares:
Whose parts are as thy hand did frame;
No workmans tool hath touch'd the same.
A HEART alone 5}
Is such a stone,
As nothing but
Thy power doth cut.
Wherefore each part
Of my hard heart 10
Meets in this frame,
To praise thy Name:
That if I chance to hold my peace,
These stones to praise thee may not cease.
O let thy blessed S AC R I F IC E be mine, 15
And sanctify this ALT AR tobe thine.

Easter Wings

Lord, Who createdst man in wealth and store,
Though foolishly he lost the same,
Decaying more and more,
Till he became
Most poor: 5}
With Thee
O let me rise,
As larks, harmoniously,
And sing this day Thy victories:
Then shall the fall further the flight in me. 10

My tender age in sorrow did begin;
And still with sicknesses and shame
Thou didst so punish sin,
That | became
Most thin. 15
With Thee
Let me combine,



And feel this day Thy victory;
For, if I imp my wing on Thine,
Affliction shall advance the flight in me.
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